
 

Hats Off to Jacksonville  

  

Please share this guide with other teachers from your school who will be joining you on this trip. Thanks! 

  

Program Description: This program will take a look at Jacksonvilleôs colorful past.  Students 

will learn about the significant events from the time of the Timucuans to the events of present 

day that have helped make Jacksonville the city it is today. 
  

Learning Goals: At the end of this program students should have an understanding of the 

following: 

1. Knowledge of the history of Jacksonville. 

2. Know major events that happened in Jacksonville and the results these events had on our 

city. 

Pre-Visit Activities  

1. Discuss important current events and key leaders in Jacksonville (ie. the mayor, governor, etc). 

2. Locate on a world map the following locations: Florida, Jacksonville, Great Britain, France, 

and Spain. 

3. Talk about Andrew Jackson and how he contributed to local history. 

4. Look at a map of Jacksonville.  Identify the different areas of town (Southside, Westside, 

Arlington, etc.) and discuss the role of natural borders and boundaries formed by geographic 

features. 

5. Play ñHats Off to Jacksonvilleò Jeopardy. 

 

Vocabulary (definitions below) 

Cowford   fording   Timucua   settler 

loyalist    Yellow Fever  Davy Crockett   Confederacy 

Andrew Jackson  epidemic  plantation   quarantine 

St. Johnôs River  U-boat   tourism   territory 

colony    Spanish moss  Civil Rights Movement 

 

Post-Visit Activities  

1. Distribute the ñCurrents of Timeò scavenger hunt after your program at MOSH.  Have 

students find answers in the ñCurrents of Timeò exhibit on the second floor.  Review answers 

as a group when you get back to your school. 

2. Make a time line of ñJacksonville Firsts.ò  (the first bridge, the first skyscraper, the first 

mayor, the first professional football team, etc.) 

3. Discuss how Jacksonville dealt with problems in the past.  Could these solutions help in the 

future? 

4. Have the students describe in writing or through pictures what they think Jacksonville will 

look like 150 years from now. 

5. Make a Time Capsule.  Encourage students to include items that they feel represent the 

present. 

6. Do the activities included in this curriculum guide. 



  

 

Hats Off to Jacksonville Sunshine State Standard Benchmarks 

        
  

SS.K.A.1.1 Develop an understanding of how to use and create a timeline.  

SS.1.C.3.2 Recognize symbols and individuals that represent American constitutional 

democracy.  

SS.2.A.2.1 Recognize that Native Americans were the first inhabitants in North America.  

SS.2.A.3.1 Identify terms and designations of time sequence.  

SS.4.A.9.1 Utilize timelines to sequence key events in Florida history.  

SS.912.A.1.3 Utilize timelines to identify the time sequence of historical data. 

SS.912.W.1.1 Use timelines to establish cause and effect relationships of historical events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Vocabulary 

 

Cowford:   The settlement that became Jacksonville was founded in 1791 as Cowford, so 

named because of its location at a narrow point in the river where cattle once crossed. 

Fording: to cross (a body of water) by wading                                

Timucua:  An American Indian people who lived in Northeast and North Central Florida 

and southeast Georgia.                             

Settler: one that settles a new region of land. 

Loyalist:  A group of people (example: Floridians) that remained loyal to Britain during 

the Revolutionary War.  

Yellow Fever:  An acute infectious disease of warm regions marked by sudden onset, 

prostration, fever, and headache transmitted especially by the yellow-fever 

mosquito.            

Davy Crockett:  A 19th-century American folk hero, frontiersman, soldier and politician. 

Confederacy:  The 11 southern states seceding from the United States in 1860 and 1861. 

Andrew Jackson:  The seventh President of the United States (1829ï1837). He was also 

the military governor of Florida (1821).                  

Epidemic:  A widespread outbreak of a disease, affecting a large population.                

Plantation: A homestead where farming is usually tended by residents or enslaved 

labor.                            

Quarantine: An enforced isolation of people or a place to stop the spread of 

disease.                         

St. Johnôs River: The largest river in Florida, it is one of only a few rivers that flow 

north.                  

U-boat: A German submarine                     

Tourism: The practice of traveling for recreation                                 

Territory : An area of land that is part of a country but has its own governmental 

structures.  

Colony: A group of people that move to a new area but still keep ties to the old 

country.                                

Spanish moss: A grayish-green air plant that grows in trees from Florida to South 

America. 

Civil Rights Movement: The African -American Civil Rights Movement (1955ï1968) 

refers to the reform movements in the United States aimed at outlawing racial 

discrimination against African Americans and restoring Suffrage in Southern states. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_Americans_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Coast
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Central_Florida
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgia_(U.S._state)
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/settles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Folk_hero
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frontier#American_frontier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soldier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Politician
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Presidents_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_governors_of_Florida
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_American
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suffrage


 

Below is some additional information to encourage discussion about the topics covered in 

ñHats off to Jacksonville.ò  At the end of this guide you will find several activities and a list 

of resources to use in your classroom. 

 

1000-1500:  The Timucua were the first people to inhabit this area.  They lived off of the land  

around them by gathering fruits, growing vegetables, and hunting animals with bow and 

arrows.  They are often called the ñpeople of the shell moundsò because they ate so many 

oysters that the discarded shells left huge mounds or middens all over Northeast Florida.  

The chief would wear an elaborate headdress often made of feathers and animal skins and 

had tattoos to show that he was in charge.  Unfortunately, there are no known Timucuan 

descendents.  Disease, war, and assimilation into Spanish culture led to their demise.  The 

last known Timucuan died in Cuba in 1767.   

 

1513-1763:  The Spanish were the first Europeans to come to Florida.  In 1513 Ponce de Leon  

landed near Cape Canaveral and claimed the land.  French Huguenots, looking for 

religious freedom and commercial wealth, later tried to claim the same land.  In 1564, 

under the leadership of Jean Ribault and Rene Laudonnierre, they established Fort 

Caroline here in Jacksonville.  In response, Pedro Menendez founded St. Augustine in 

1565, making it the oldest permanent city in America.  Menendez and his soldiers 

attacked and captured Fort Caroline and then killed the remaining French troops just 

south of St. Augustine at Matanzas, ending French settlement in the area.  The Spanish 

ruled the area for almost another 200 years. 

 

1763-1821:  In 1763, Spain is forced to give Florida to England after losing the Seven Years War  

in Europe.  English rule did not last long, however, because in 1776 colonial America 

becomes the United States of America.  Colonists up and down the eastern coast rebel 

against the English.  East Florida, however, remains loyal to England.  Many ñloyalistsò 

from other colonies move to Florida for safety.  American Revolutionaries did not wear 

helmets but rather a three sided hat which resembled a triangle.  After England lost the 

American Revolution, Florida again became a Spanish territory.   

 

1821-1860:  After several years of violence and war under Spanish rule, Florida becomes an  

American Territory in 1821.  Andrew Jackson becomes the Lieutenant Governor of 

Florida and then the seventh President of the United States.  In his honor, the residents of 

Cowford change the name of the city to Jacksonville in 1822.  Jacksonville, along with 

the rest of the South, remains a farming community with large plantations growing 

cotton, rice, sugar cane, and oranges.  Lumber is also a major industry for Jacksonville.  

The issue of slavery, however, would change everything. 

 

1860-1865:  The United States is torn apart by Civil War.  Florida is the third state to become  

part of the Confederacy but not too many battles took place here.  The only major battle 

was at Olustee, just west of Jacksonville, where the Confederacy was victorious.  

Jacksonville played an important part during the war because both sides wanted to 

control the St. Johns River.  The North and the South fought over Jacksonville four times.  

In 1864, a Northern ship called the Maple Leaf was sunk in the St. Johns river near 

Mandarin and you can see what is left of that ship today at MOSH.  Confederate soldiers 

wore gray cowboy hats with the confederate flag on the front of it.  



 

1865-1900:  Jacksonville becomes a railroad center of Florida thanks to millionaire Henry  

Flagler.  More and more tourists travel to Jacksonville on the train until 1888 when the 

city is hit by an epidemic outbreak of Yellow Fever.  Dr. William McCormick, visiting  

from Tampa, is the first person found with the deadly disease.  Jacksonville was 

quarantined meaning no one could leave or come into the city.  4704 people were 

infected and 427 died.  Doctors and nurses from all over the country come to help the 

sick. 

 

1901-1910:  By 1900, Jacksonville is a popular place to visit again and the city is growing  

quickly.  Unfortunately, disaster hits.  On May 3, 1901, ashes from a nearby chimney 

sparked a fire at the Cleveland Fibre Factory.  The factory burned very quickly because 

the Spanish moss stored there was very flammable.  The fire burned for eight hours 

before coming under control.  It is said that people could see flames in Savannah, GA and 

smoke as far as Raleigh, North Carolina.  2,368 buildings in downtown Jacksonville were 

burned.  The nearby suburb, Springfield, was spared by Hoganôs Creek, a small body of 

water bordering downtown on the North.   

 

1910-1920:  Jacksonville becomes the place to make movies before Hollywood does.  Directors  

like our nice weather and pretty scenery.  Richard Norman, the first director to star 

African-Americans in film, builds his studio in the Arlington area of Jacksonville.  He 

thought it was the perfect place for filming movies.  Directors, often wearing red berets, 

could be seen shooting action scenes all over town.  Unfortunately, the directors anger the 

citizens of Jacksonville with their rowdy behavior and they are asked to leave.  After 

1920, California becomes the movie capital.     

 

1921-1945:  Jacksonville plays a major role during WWII.  Just like today, Jacksonville was a  

major naval base.  Also, Camp Blanding was a prison for Germans captured 

in war.  Germany, our enemy during this war, actually sent 8 spies to Ponte 

Vedra but luckily they were caught.  A German submarine (U-boat) destroys an 

American ship near Jacksonville Beach.  This is closest Germany ever got to invading 

U.S. mainland territory. 

 

1946-1960:  Jacksonville, along with the rest of the country, experiences a post World War II  

economic boom.   Families can afford to buy more nice things.  For the first time almost 

everyone has a car in the garage and a TV in the house.  Many kids wear coonskin caps 

because they want to be like their favorite show ñDavy Crockett.ò  Also, several large 

insurance companies find Jacksonville a good place to set up shop. 

 

1960-1984:  Jacksonville continues to grow and expand.  Construction workers can be seen  

building many new things in Jacksonville like the old Coliseum, Civic Auditorium and 

City Hall.  Also, new highways make it easier to get around the city.  In 196?, the citizens 

of Jacksonville vote to consolidate the city and county government, making Jacksonville 

the largest U.S. city in terms of land in the contiguous United States.   

 

The Civil Rights Movement hits Jacksonville.  ñAx Handle Saturdayò makes the news 

across the country.  During this protest at Morrisonôs cafeteria, African-Americans 

demanded equal service and desegregation.  The peaceful demonstration was interrupted 



by members of the KKK who turned the situation toward violence.  Martin Luther King 

Jr., the great civil rights leader, visits St. Augustine in 1964. 

 

 

1984-1995:  Jacksonville receives its first professional football team.  Unfortunately the league  

only lasts for three years so Jacksonville again has no team.  Mayor Hazouri removes 

tolls from all the roads, the Jacksonville Landing is built, and the Florida State Seminoles 

win their 1
st
 national championship.   In December of 1989 Jacksonville residents are 

astounded when it snows!  Even though the snowfall virtually crippled travel and 

commerce in the city, residents had fun trying to throw snowballs and even sledding 

down the Main Street Bridge on lunch trays.   

 

1995-Present:  Jacksonville surprises everyone when they receive an NFL football team ï the  

Jacksonville Jaguars.  Owner, Wayne Weaver, gets a heroôs welcome when he returns 

from Chicago with the news.  Jacksonville celebrates the coming of the new millennium 

with a huge celebration at Jacksonville Landing.  The voters of Jacksonville approve 

Mayor John Delaneyôs billion dollar Better Jacksonville Plan on September 5, 2000.  The 

plan includes a new main library, courthouse, and arena.  So we continue to build a better 

Jacksonville today.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Recommended Reading 
 

For Students: 

 

Crewe, Sabrina and Janet Riechecky.  The Settling of St. Augustine.  Milwaukee, WI:  Gareth  

Stevens, 2003.   

 

Greenberger, Robert.  Juan Ponce de Leon:  The Exploration of Florida and the Search for the  

Fountain of Youth.  New York:  Rosen, 2003. 

 

Knotts, Bob.  Florida History.  Chicago:  Heinemann Library, 2003. 

 

McCarthy, Kevin.  Native Americans in Florida.  Sarasota, FL:  Pineapple Press, 1999. 

 

Ryan, Susan Jane.  Florida A to Z.  Sarasota, FL:  Pineapple Press, 2003. 

 

Wills, Charles A.  A Historical Album of Florida.  Brookfield, CT:  Millbrook Press, 1994. 

 

Weitzel, Kelley G.  The Timucua Indians:  A Native American Detective Story.  Gainesville, FL:   

University Press of Florida, 2000. 

 

 

For Teachers: 

 

Gannon, Michael, ed.  The New History of Florida.  Gainesville, FL:  University Press of  

Florida, 1996. 

 

Landers, Jane.  Fort Mose:  Gracia Real de Santa Teresa de Mose:  A Free Black Town in  

Spanish Colonial Florida.  St. Augustine Historical Society, 1992. 

 

Milanich, Jerald T.  The Timucua.  Cambridge, MA:  Blackwell, 1996. 

 

Schafer, Daniel L.  Anna Kingsley.  St. Augustine Historical Society, 1997. 
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http://www.jacksonvillestory.com/


 

Hats off to Jacksonville Jeopardy 

 
 Numerous ñtriviaò questions like the ones listed below are used in the ñHats off to 

Jacksonvilleò program.  An easy and fun way to review Jacksonvilleôs history and get ready for 

the program is to organize the questions into a game of Jeopardy!   

 

Back in Time (or Jacksonville, FL History) 

1. For whom is our city named? or Who is Jacksonville named after?   

Andrew Jackson  
2. What was the name of our city before it was Jacksonville?  Cowford  

3. What European country first landed in Florida?  Spain 

4. Who were the native Americans living in Jacksonville when the first European explorers 

arrived?  Timucuans 

5. Fort Caroline was built by settlers from what country?  France  

 

State Trivia 

1. What is the capital of Florida?  Tallahassee 

2. What is the state nickname?  Sunshine State 

3. What is the state flower?  Orange Blossom 

4. What is the state Tree?  Sabal Palm 

5. Florida became the 27
th
 this in 1845?  State  

 

 Local Politics 

1. Who is the mayor of Jacksonville?  John Peyton 

2. The building where the mayor works is called what?  City Hall  

3. Who is the governor of Florida?  Jeb Bush 

4. What elected group of people makes laws for Jacksonville?  City Council 

5. In 2000, the people of Jacksonville voted yes on this new ñplanò for Jacksonville that 
includes a new main library, courthouse, and arena.  Better Jacksonville Plan 

 

Geography of Jacksonville 

1. The St. Johns River flows in which direction?  North  

2. We have seven bridges in Jacksonville over the St. Johnôs River.  Name Two.  Dames Point 

(or Broward), Main Street, Hart, Matthews, Buckman, Fuller Warren, Acosta 

3. Jacksonville is the largest city in the contiguous U.S. in terms of what?  Land 

4. In what area of Jacksonville is the airport located?  Northside 

5. In what area of Jacksonville is your school located? (varies by school) 

 

Sports in our City 

1. What major sporting event will take place in Jacksonville in 2005?  Super Bowl 

2. What is the name of our football stadium?  Alltel  

3. What is the name of the Jacksonville Jaguarsô mascot?  Jackson Deôville 

4. Who is the Jaguars coach?  Jack Del Rio 

5. What is the name of our professional baseball team?  The Jacksonville Suns 

 

 



 
 
Name ________________________________ Date _______________ 

 

Hats Off to Jacksonville  
 

Word Find  

 

 

Andrew Jackson   Timucua   Yellow Fever 
Cowford    Spain    Great Fire 

Sunshine State   Jaguars   Seminole War 
 
 

 
 

O L L E W M U C U A F I R 

A N D R E W J A C K S O N 

X G A T L A E P O T I L E 

S E M I N O L E W A R J Q 

B A C M O D E N I N O M A 

E M O U T G B L L A T I G 

S P W C O W S P A I N L U 

E T F U B O S R D A W D A 

L E O A D W A J C S O N R 

L G R E A T F I R E I R S 

P R D H E A D W L T P Y L 

S U N S H I N E S T A T E 

D O Y E L L O W F E V E R 
 



 
 
 
Name _____________________________________ Date ___________ 
 

Hats Off to Jacksonville  
 
Fill in the blank.  Complete the following sentences with the correct words. 
 
 
Timucua  Sabal Palm   St. Johnôs   Cowford 
State   Andrew Jackson  Land    Spain 
Yellow Fever     Tallahassee 
 
 
1. The Nile and the _________________ are the only two rivers on earth 

that flow North. 
 
2. The Capitol of Florida is __________________. 
 
3. The __________________ Indians were the first people to inhabit the 

first coast. 
 
4. In 1888, 4704 people were infected with _____________________ and 

eventually died. 
 
5. Jacksonville is named after __________________________. 
 
6. Jacksonville was originally named _____________________. 
 
7. __________________ was the first European country to settle in 

Florida. 
 
8. Floridaôs state tree is the _________________. 
 
9. Florida officially became the 27th ___________ in 1845. 

 
10. Jacksonville is the largest city in the United States, in terms of 

__________________________. 
 



 
 

Name ________________________________________ Date _________ 
 

Hats Off to Jacksonville  
 

Which Happened First? 

 

Mark an ñXò next to the event that took place first. 
 
 

 
1. ______ Jacksonville receives an NFL franchise named the Jaguars. 
 

______ Jacksonville plays a major role in World War II. 
 
 
 

2. ______ Jacksonville is struck by an outbreak of yellow fever. 
 
______ The Timucua Indians live on the first coast. 
 
 
 

3. ______ The Spanish first settle in Florida.   
 

______ The great Jacksonville fire burns 2,368 buildings. 
 
 
 

4. ______ The civil rights movement hits Jacksonville & Martin Luther King, Jr. visits  
St. Augustine. 

______ Andrew Jackson fights the Indians in the Seminole Wars. 
 
 
 

5. ______ Jacksonville becomes a major railway center in Florida. 
 

______ Jacksonville builds its Civic Auditorium, Coliseum, and City Hall. 
 
 
 

6. ______ Most families in Jacksonville own a car and have a TV set in their homes. 
 

______ Ponce de Leon lands in St. Augustine. 
 
 
 

  

 



Hats Off to Jacksonville  Rebus  

 
During the 1800s, many important        s occurred in                 
 
as it grew from a town into a city.  In 1831, the                            
 
came into               , and in 1832, William John Mills was elected,  
 
or chosen by voting, as the mayor, or city leader, of            . 
 
In 1835,             printed its                        , the Jacksonville 
 
Courier.  In 1859,            ós           gas          s were turned on, and  
 
in 1860, the                       , the            Express, came into          .    
 
In 1876,            was the site of the                 State Fair. 
 
In 1878, three important things occurred in           .  The         
 
was installed, the                was flown over           , and the first  
 
street railway with             and mule carts was used.  And, in  
 
1883,           saw its       electric       s.   
 
The 1900s brought many changes to         .  In 1904, the         
 
theatre opened and in 1908 came the       motion-picture studio.   
 
In 1921, the                         for automobiles, the Acosta                ,  
 
opened across the St. Johnôs River. 
 
 


