










Overflow Newsbriefs/Happenings
Botanical watercolors to inspire fall events at Cummer

The Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens is going green this fall with the arrival of 
a Jacques Le Moyne de Morgues exhibit titled, Botanical Watercolors. Le Moyne was 
a French artist and mapmaker who specialized in botanical images and documented the 
French settlement of Ft. Caroline, as well as the Timucua Indians. The Cummer exhibit, 
which begins Oct. 15 and runs through Jan. 3, includes 60 botanical paintings in watercolor 
and gouache from one of Le Moyne’s manuscripts.

Given Le Moyne’s  extraordinary local connection to Northeast Florida, the museum 
is planning other events and exhibits in conjunction with the botanical displays. An exhibit 
called “Voyages to the New World: Jacques Le Moyne and Theodor de Bry” will also be 
at the museum through Jan. 3. While Le Moyne’s original watercolors of Ft. Caroline 
were lost when the French fled a Spanish attack, engravings based on his drawings were 
published in 1591 by de Bry, a Flemish bookseller and publisher. The volume on display 
is said to be a major landmark in literature of the early exploration of the Americas.

The work of local artists Linda Broadfoot, Emily Arthur Douglass and Susan Ober 
will also be exhibited at the museum from Oct. 15- Jan. 3. Their work of the photographer, 
printmaker and drawing artist is inspired by traditional illustrations and reinterpret the 
tradition of botanical art found in Le Moyne’s watercolors.

DCPS receives excellence in financial reporting awards
It may not sound too exciting, but Duval County Public Schools’ consistent high 

ranking in a financial reporting awards program shows how diligent the school system is 
in the area of finances.

DCPS received Certificates of Excellence in Financial Reporting from both the Gov-
ernment Officers Association of the United States and Canada and the Association of 
School Business Officials International for the eight consecutive year. The school system 
won the awards for its comprehensive annual financial report.

“These awards validate the credibility of DCPS’ operations,” said Superintendent Ed 
Pratt-Dannals. “By earning these awards, our business services department has shown 
their dedication to the highest level of the general accepted accounting principles.

Julia Landon Middle School PTA lauded, schools recognized for campaign
The Duval County School Board recognized the PTA/PTSA chapter from Julia Landon 

Middle School during its July board meeting. Superintendent Ed Pratt-Dannals and the 
board recognized the school’s PTA/PTSA group for increasing its 2008-2009 membership 
by 100 or more over the previous school year.

The school’s PTA organization was one of seven schools recognized by the board.
During the meeting, several schools were also congratulated for their efforts during 

the DCPS and Duval Teachers United 2008 United Way Campaign. Local schools included 
Stanton College Preparatory and LaVilla School of the Arts.

Baptist Health implements cooling therapy for cardiac arrest patients
 San Marco’s Baptist Medical Center Downtown has begun offering therapeutic hy-

pothermia -- sometimes known as cooling therapy -- to treat resuscitated cardiac arrest 
patients to help reduce the risk of permanent brain damage or death.

 Other Baptist facilities around Northeast Florida will begin using the therapy before 
summer’s end.

 “Cardiac arrest causes a whole brain stroke,” said Sean C. Orr, a neurologist serving 
as a medical director of the Baptist Stroke Center. “Those who are resuscitated, while 
surviving, may suffer neurologic damage and until recently, we had no truly valid brain-
protective therapy for these patients.

With cooling therapy, doctors may be able to reduce or prevent permanent brain in-
jury. Therapeutic hypothermia involves cooling the patient a few degrees below normal 
body temperature.

 Baptist Heath is using an automatic surface cooling system that utilizes body wraps 
and cooling blankets. The computerized system offers precise temperature control of an 
extended time, usually 24 to 36 hours.

Local schools to participate in lunch program
Duval County Public Schools will be participating in the National School Lunch 

Program this year, an initiative that provides free and reduced-price meals to eligible 
children in the school system.

Applications were distributed to households in the district in mid-August with a 
letter informing families of the free and reduced-price meal options for their children. 
Households are required to complete the application and either return it to their child’s 
school or fax it to (904) 732-5157 for processing.

Ice rink and sportsplex reopens with celebration
Jacksonville Ice & Sportsplex, the Emerson Street and Intersate-95 area facility 

which has been in transition and under renovation since November, unveiled its hard 
work to the community last month. The sports and meeting facility, which has the only 
indoor turf and only full-time ice arena in North Florida, completed a build-out that now 
features 9,000 square feet of indoor turf and five indoor basketball, volleyball and tennis 
courts. The center also includes 2,000 square feet of multipurpose fitness space a Na-
tional Hockey League regulation-sized hockey rink. With renovations now complete,  the 
facility can now offer indoor soccer, lacrosse, football, tennis, volleyball, basketball, ice 
sports and other activities. In celebration of the renovation completion, the facility staged 
a grand re-opening event in mid-August. Called “Sports Fest 2009,” the event was an 
all-day sports attraction featuring various children’s activities and sports clinics as well 
as area food vendors.

Catch Bubba Catfish release, tourney planned
The Downtown Ecumenical Services Council (DESC), one of the community’s big-

gest food and clothing shelters, is hoping to net dollars to support its mission with its 
annual fundraiser, the Catch Bubba Catfish Tournament.

The tournament, which is planned for Oct. 10, is the organization’s primary fund-
raising event to help feed and clothe a growing number of people in the community, said 
DESC board member and San Marco resident Alison Abernathy.

“This is our biggest fundraiser of the year and we need — actually those in need of 
clothes really need — for this year’s event to be a big success,” she said.

The “big catch” — a 75-pound catfish — and a bunch of its heavy friends, will be 
released into the Long Leaf Timber Co.’s pond on Sep. 10 on Jacksonville’s Westside. 
No one knows where Bubba may be lurking, but anglers will find out at the fishing tour-
nament in October. Big prizes are in store for the lucky fisherman. Any man, woman or 
child who catches the biggest catfish over 30 pounds stands a chance of winning the big 
$5,000 Grand Prize. The Oct. 10 event also includes barbeque and fellowship with fellow 
fisherman.

Justice Coalition seeks award nominees
The Justice Coalition is accepting nominations for the first annual 2009 Ted Hires 

Legacy Awards. The awards and dinner program, slated for Sep. 17, was established by 

various members of the community and the Justice Coalition as a way to pay tribute to 
group founder, Ted Hires. The group is seeking nominees in the following categories: The 
Ted Hires Legacy Outstanding Citizen Award, the Ted Hires Legacy Business Award and 
the Ted Hires Legacy Government Agency Award.

The dinner will take place at 6 p.m. at the North Jacksonville Baptist Church. Tickets 
and sponsorships are available.

Philips Highway Wal-Mart gives kids shopping spree
Children living at the downtown Sulzbacher Center visited the Wal- Mart Supercen-

ter Store on Philips Highway for a back-to-school clothes shopping spree in August.
The shopping event was part of a campaign called “Pennies for Sulzbacher.” The 

fundraiser was launched by Wal-Mart, Pepsi and other local vendors, which raised more 
than $2,000 to help purchase clothes for the school-aged children living at the center. The 
children split the total amount received through the campaign and received gift cards for 
the purchase of new clothing. Local bus company First Student donated a school bus and 
drive to transport families to the event.

St. Vincent’s Announces New Atrial Fibrillation Institute
Program addresses growing number of heart rhythm disorder patients

Riverside’s St. Vincent’s HealthCare has a new Atrial Fibrillation Institute, the lat-
est addition to its heart and vascular program.  The institute is a collaboration between 
cardiologists, cardiothoracic surgeons and the hospital. The program offers patients ac-
cess to the latest advances from physicians creating treatment options designed for each 
individual patient.

“Atrial Fibrillation affects so many people in our community,” says Christine Veal, 
RN, MSN, St. Vincent’s Director of Cardiovascular Services.  “In addition to being at a 
higher risk of stroke, AFIB patients are often living a quality of life that is less than what 
they want.  Thanks to advances in treatment, new opportunities for a cure are in place at 
our institute.  We are very excited about this chance to help patients.”

Atrial Fibrillation (AFIB) is the most common type of heart rhythm disorder or ar-
rhythmia.  It forces the heart to quiver rapidly rather than beating in a normal, rhythmic 
pattern.  The disorder leads to a greater risk of stroke, heart failure and death. It is es-
timated that as many as 3 million Americans experience Atrial Fibrillation. More than 
180,000 people are diagnosed with AFIB each year.
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