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Real men read at Spring Park San Jose Catholic friends celebrate end of school
by Beth Stambaugh Second-graders at San Jose Catholic School dove into summer with a celebratory pool

Students at Spring Park Elementary
were read aloud to by area businessmen
and city officials during the school’s annual
Real Men Read event in the early spring.
Promoting positive reading habits through
successful male role models is the goal of
the school’s annual event.

“The program promotes positive
reading habits in our students who might
not ever see an adult reading,” explains
Assistant Principal Donna Carmell. “We
focus on males because many of our
students do not have positive male role
models, and because most of their reading
experiences are with their teachers who are
mostly female.”

Children at Spring Park are from
low-income families; 85 percent receive
free or reduced-price lunch. The 260
students represent a wide variety of ethnic
backgrounds, including African-American,
Bosnian, Serbian, Hispanic, Vietnamese,
Lebanese and Filipino. Many are from
single-parent households. “Our kids have
a lot of needs,” said Carmell. “They really
look forward to this event every year and
are very attentive.”

This year’s volunteer readers included
school board members W.C. Gentry and
Tommy Hazouri, along with school board
employees, businessmen, pastors, police
and firemen. The San Marco Rotary Club,
which has “adopted” the school, also
provided reading volunteers and helped to
coordinate the program. Past readers have
included Jaguars players and the school
superintendent.

After reading a book to the class, the
men share their career stories and offer
words of encouragement and advice for
succeeding in life. Students listened eagerly
and were brimming with questions. “Our
kids love attention and always respond
well to having visitors come in and share
with them,” said Warren Roberts, a special
education teacher at the school.

The program began about 10 years
ago as part of Black History Month and has
been going strong ever since. “Anything we
can do to get these kids to read at home is
paramount to their success,” said Carmell.
“Exposing them to positive reading habits
is absolutely the most important thing we
can do.”

DA student one of 13 veterans to graduate

Cecil Milligan was one of 13 World War II and Korean Conflict veterans who gradu-
ated from high school this year. Miligan received a diploma from Douglas Anderson

School of the Arts during the class’ graduation exercises at the Times-Union Center for
the Performing Arts. The Duval County School Board approved a recommendation to
allow veterans to participate in Duval County graduation ceremenoies or be honored at a
monthly School Board meeting.

“It is an honor and privilege to provide high school diplomas to veterans who have
sacrificed their educational opportunities to serve our country,” said Duval County Public
Schools’ Superintendent Ed Pratt-Dannals.

The veteran or the veteran’s family (if deceased) must have voluntarily submitted
an application to the Florida Department of Education/Division of Workforce Education
to obtain their diploma. While local school districts are not involved in the process of
awarding the diplomas, they may choose to recognize the recipients at local graduations
or other ceremonies.

“It is appropriate to take this brief moment so our students can reflect on those who
put their life on hold to serve this free republic in the preservation of freedom,” said
School Board Member Stan Jordan.

party at the el Hassan’s home. To emphasize their excitement for summer’s arrival,
the boys all got mowhawks while the girls enjoyed an afternoon of swimming. Kindergar-
ten graduation was another occassion to make merry, as scores of youngsters at the San

Jose school officially became first-graders.

San Jose Catholic students
took the plunge into
summer at the el Hassan’s

house

During an end-of-the-year pool party, San
Jose second-graders got mowhawks

Episcopal students

Satchel Siegel, Morgan Monroe, Science Depart-
ment Chair Marion Zeiner, Meredith Boulos and
David Drew

piscopal High School was one of only
three schools in the world to earn three
or more place awards during the recent In-
ternational Science and Engineering Fair

Olivia Farah and
Lea Toney after
“graduation.”

return from Reno

in Reno, Nevada. The fair showcased work
from more than 1,500 exceptional high
school science students from more than 50
countries competing for nearly $4 million
in scholarships and prizes.

Four Episcopal students, including
San Marco residents Meredith Boulos and
David Drew, were finalists and each won
grand awards at the competition. Boulos
and Drew took the event to another level
by meeting famous attending Nobel Lau-
reates. The students were two of 25 stu-
dents at the event selected to have lunch
with a panel that included Laureates Peter
Agre, Jocelyn Bel Burnell, Martin Chalfie,
Robert Curl, Dudley Herschbach and Leon
Lederman.
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ST VINCENT,S NEW Gerald Burns and Lillian Butle-Humphries

° have a lot to smile about now.
At r I a I [t wasn't always that way.
For years, they
PS ® ® depended on medications for
F I b rl I I atl 0 n Atrial Fibrillation,
Institut

They felt less than 100 percent.
They worried about their risk of stroke.

But six months ago, doctors performed

special ablation procedures for them
at St.Vincent's.

Neither has experienced AFIB since,
and they hope they never will again.
For the doctors at
St.Vincent's Atrial Fibrillation Institute,
the goal is simple,
and it's always the same for as many

patients as possible.
End AFIB once and for all.

THE ATRIAL FIBRILLATION INSTITUTE

To find out more, contact
St.Vincent’s Atrial Fibrillation Institute:
904-308-AFIB






